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close at hand, he requested the king to procure an intelli-
gent youth for the purpose of instructing him in the arts
of sorcery, and making him fit to become his successor in
the office. Zunnuwfis complied with this demand, and
brought him a young man of considerable talents. Some
have related that while this youth was under the tuition of
the wazir and studied magic, he went out one night for
some purpose, and heard the following words reaching his
ears from under the ground: '0 glorious one! what will
save me from Thy wrath ? I swear by Thy glory that I
am melting with desire to please thee, and that my soul
has on the strength of the hope of the return of Thy
favour, ceased to be subject to transgressions by lusts/
Then the young man searched and discovered the entrance
to a subterraneous apartment, where he found a monk
dressed in sackcloth, engaged in prayers and lamentations.
The monk asked the youth : * Who has brought thee to
this place? I have severed myself from the world, and
am contented with eating grass., and wearing sackcloth.1
The young man replied: ' After hearing thy voico and
beholding thy countenance, I feel great inclination to xnako
profession of the religion of Islam/ The monk adjured
him to inform no one about this subject for fear of im-
perilling his life, but nevertheless accepted his profession.
He then became a Musulman, visited the monk whenever
he got an opportunity, profited much by intercourse with
him, so that his own prayers met with responses, and he
was enabled to work various miracles. On a certain occa-
sion he met a crowd of people standing on the road, and
asking for the reason, he was informed that a dragon was
blocking the way. At the invitation of the young man
the people followed him and encountered the dangerous
monster; but the young man drew his hand over the bock
of th@ dragon, which act caused it immediately to retire,
and to disappear from the sight of the people, all of whom
were amazed at this miracle.

On another occasion he saw a lion pursuing a number of
men, who were trying to run away from, him;  but thin